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7 August 1985
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For many Iranians, an
obvious arena for the strug-
gle between the two forces is

Some Westerners condemn this attitude as a
“‘grisly obsession with death."’

For Shiites, the willingness to sacrifice one-
self derives from a strong belief in the holiness of
struggle against injustice.

This belief is particularly powerful in Iran,
where the resurgence of Shiism since the 1979 |
Islamic revolution has inspired Shiite Muslims their age-old need for resis-
in Lebanon and elsewhere in the Muslim world. tance against foreign en-
That revolution overthrew Iran’s Shah, Muham- croachment.
mad Reza Pahlavi. Iran has been the victim

The Shiites’ powerful model is the third imam of wave after wave of foreign
(spiritual leader), Hussein, grandson of the invaders — from Alexander
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Hussein was killed on the plains of Karbala, Shush when it was the win-

Iraq, along with all of his ter capital of the Persian

followers while leading a

King Darius) to the Arabs

rebellion against the Ca- and the Mongols.

liph Yazid, whom they re- The interference of Euro-

garded as tyrannical and pean powers during the 19th

unjust. . and 20th centuries and
The  tragedy is heavy United States involve-

reenacted in passion
plays throughout the
Shiite world on the impor-
tant religious occasion of
Ashura, the anniversary
of Huseein's death. Pro-
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During the revolution, sounding a popular
t.heme', Ayatollah Khomeini said, ‘‘Today we are
suffering fram the world's powers. Never has
Iran suffered so much.”

The most recent foreign intrusion was the

s+ - 1980 invasion by Iraq. Willingness to be a mar-

tyr in the war is especially strong among rural
Iramans many of whom are devoutly rel?gous.

There are just as many boys from our vil-

lage vqlunteenngf o to go to t.hefwarfmnt. as at the

o war,” a farmer in a village

outside of Isfahan. “A:;ys time Imam Khomeini

makes a request on TV, more will go — with our

blessing.” e

Among ethnic and religious minorities, how-
ever, the willingness +o-die for what is perceived
g:et:ecauseofthel(homeiniregimehasnever

strong.

While riding a bus near the war zone, this re-
porter overheard a Kurd remarking to his friend’
ﬁst.he): saw coffins being loaded onto a van,

There's no way they're going to get me to be a
shahid.” : :

Iranian women are not allowed to fight at the
battlefield. Nonetheless, many proci?ﬂn thetr
genen_lsuppputforl(homeiniandh'npnﬁciesby
declanngtheq'willingmsstodieforhh.

“The Iraman people love Imam Khomeini
verymuch."apmtenseyoungwonmshhtat
a prayer meeting in the university in Mashhad
told me.

.15 b dies, we will die. I would give my Fife if
it wi add to the length of his life.”
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